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Hakuba, Japan

Located in the very centre of Japanese snow sports, Hakuba
Snow Sports School provides high level instruction across
all the differing levels of competence. We were impressed
with the level of expertise of the instructors, with Daniel
Mee, the CEO and head instructor having taught in the region
for 28 seasons now, with English and Japanese language
capabilities. Petr Sevcik has been instructing for 11 seasons,
but offers courses in English, Czech, Polish, Russian, German
and Slovakian. The team at the school are clearly very
experienced, and bring a sense of enthusiasm and excitement
to every single lesson or session, with many other European
languages offered as well. Many of them have skied all
around the world, but have chosen the Japanese Alps as their
winter home. We also enjoyed that the school has excellent
links with the very best gear rental suppliers in the region, and
can put together incredibly competitive packages for those
coming to the region without skiing or snowboarding kit.
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We were impressed with the range of courses and lessons that
Hakuba Snow Sports School run, with the beginner’s group
lessons providing the perfect atmosphere of fun and team
spirit to enable hesitant learners to progress. We liked that
children are equally welcome, with specific lessons for young
ones, assessed and categorised in six levels. Children are
placed within the appropriate level and this ensures that they
never become bored or lose interest. We thought the early bird
lessons were a great innovation, and guests can get out on the
slopes for the very first lift, and have some time in the snow
with less people around them. These early start lessons ensure
that guests can enjoy the fresh powder, not have to worry
about who is watching them, and progress more quickly. We
also loved the night lessons between 18:00 and 22:00, when
the spotlights are turned on and exclusive access is given to
only a few, giving a unique ski or snowboard experience.

Perfect your Skiing
& Snowboarding
with Hakuba Snow Sports School

For those interested in learning to ski or snowboard, Hakuba
Village is ideal, and Hakuba Snow Sports School is the perfect
place to head to for beginners group lessons, private coaching
and more advanced sessions. The school is located right on the
edge of the ski area, only moments away from the lift up the
mountain. They have a fantastically enthusiastic and highly
talented team, with decades of experience between them, and
are able to conduct lessons in more than 15 different languages.
They are also excellent with children, and take great pleasure
introducing them to the mountains in Hakuba.
Considered the capital of Japanese snow sports, Hakuba Village
sits in central Japan, in the Japanese Alps. These impressive
formations rise up to the snowy craggy peak of Mount Kita at
3,190 metres above sea level, making it the second highest peak
in the country after Mount Fuji. There are more than 200 ski

runs in the area, with a very strong snowfall every season. The
area was also once part of the Salt Road route in the Middle
Ages, where salt was transported from the Sea of Japan and the
Pacific Ocean to Shinano Province for processing.
With the ever increasing popularity of the area, dining and
entertainment are also becoming ever more refined and
attractive. For casual coffees and evening drinks, Sounds Like
Cafe and Lucky Pete’s Cafe and Bar are the most popular. If
visitors are searching for fine dining, then they should head to
Soba Shubo Zen where some of the finest soba noodles in all
of Japan can be found. They should also seek out the friendly
and local Hummingbird restaurant, where cosy decor, friendly
faces and excellent Japanese food are a constant. You will need
to book ahead as it is in high demand, but well worth the
extra planning.

Winter Sports
Packed with exciting ski runs, modern ski lifts and thoughtfully
planned mountainside relaxation areas, this area hosted the 1998
Winter Olympics, where 72 nations competed across 68 different
events, setting the high standard from which the current resorts have
been built on. The closest resort to the village is the Goryu ski area,
which features two gondolas, four high speed quad seat lifts, eight
double chair lifts and two drag lifts. Very close to the village are also
the Hakuba 47 and Happo-one ski resorts. These three resorts have
interconnected slopes and can be accessed from the mountain.
The Hakuba Valley includes 11 separate but easily reachable ski
resorts: Hakuba 47, Goryu, Happo-one, Kashimayari, Sanosaka,
Iwatake, Tsugaike, Norikura, Cortina, Jigatake, and Minekata. The
last eight resorts are not accessible from the village and its nearby
slopes, but can be accessed via the punctual and free shuttle buses that
connect the entire region together. As a ski area, there is 960 hectares
of skiable terrain on offer, which equates to 137km of piste and more
than 200 runs, 135 lifts (five gondolas) and at least nine terrain parks.
The valley is fairly westernised, and very open and welcoming to
international visitors.
Hakuba is renowned for great powder with an average of 14 metres of
snowfall annually. The quality of the powder is generally very good,
although it’s not as light as the famous Hokkaido powder. The Hakuba
powder can be very deep so if you are venturing into fresh powder,
make sure it is with the right skis and an understanding of how to
powder-ski. In general, the Cortina, Happo-One and Hakuba 47
areas have the best powder, but the lower areas of all the resorts offer
similar world-class experiences, so conditions do not vary much from
resort to resort.

Choosing Your

ABILITY

Beginners

Intermediate

Advanced

The Hakuba valley skiing level is varied across the resorts
but it’s generally very well suited to beginners with many
long perfectly groomed runs and fantastic sweeping slopes.
At the Hakuba Village Sport School, first time skiers can take
part in group lessons to pick up the basics – for adults and
for children – or can enjoy the attention of an expert in a one
on one private lesson, or even enjoy the slopes at night, with
some atmospheric teaching sessions on flood lit slopes with
far less people around. There is also the opportunity to get
onto the slopes early with an instructor, and catch the very first
lifts – this enables more nervous beginner skiers to enjoy fresh
powder and less crowded slopes.

For those who have mastered the parallel turn and have no
fear of stopping, the valley has a massive range of intermediate
slopes where the budding skier can start to improve and gain
some real skills. The free shuttle buses that run from area to
area are also ideal for when the beginner slopes in one region
lacks a challenge, and skiers want to seek out other slopes to
explore. Hakuba also provides some introductory aerial fun,
with the Iimori Terrain Park, where skiers and snowboarders
will find jumps, rails, boxes, spines, hips and rollers of all
shapes and sizes. There is also the Happo Banks Snow Park in
the Happo-one area, where smoothly curving steep banks are
slick and exhilarating for strong intermediate skiers and up.

As well as four separate, three km cross-country ski courses,
Hakuba also offers brilliant off-piste powder, and is the perfect
place to really challenge the advanced snow sports athlete. The
Hakuba Village Sport School offers freestyle clinics, where an
expert guide will show skiers and snowboarders around the
various larger snow parks and teach them some of the more
difficult and dangerous manoeuvres. These half day lessons are
excellent for kick starting true snow sport mastery. Hakuba is
also renowned for back-country skiing, with much of it just off
to the side of the lifts, or a short hike. Being the first in a season
to carve an undefined and self-chosen path through open birch
forests and stunning valleys is a feeling unlike any other.

When to Arrive
The Hakuba season typically starts in late November or early December and
goes all the way through to May at some of the resorts. The early season
(until 19 December) will give some good snow at higher altitude, and at this
time of year there are less people around, with cheaper ski lift passes. Peak
season from 20 December until the middle of February is the best time for
snow all around, but also the busiest and most expensive. Late season skiing
from mid February until the snows disappears, offers reduced prices and
warmer sunny days, but the snow will start to deteriorate.

10 JAN 2017

Itaita Slope Jack
In the Hakuba 47 area, anime and manga fans come to show off their
cartoon based snowboard and ski art. The 2017 event will be the seventh
occurrence of this surprisingly large gathering, and hundreds of enthusiasts
come to show their unique creations, as well as excite the crowd with tricks
and jumps. This event is part artistic celebration, part social gathering
and part extreme sports, all mixed in with a fun crowd and good music.
The three day event includes parties in the night, photo sessions and
costume competitions, with entrants braving the snow dressed like their
favourite characters.

6 FEB 2017

Iwatake Thanks Day
In the Iwatake area, cauldrons of hot delicious soup and barrels of fiery sake
are provided to cold skiers, in an open celebration of the year’s fun, and to
educate about the region as well. Local traditional crafts are on display, as well
as some popular music and plays being put on. Snowman contests and other ski
games are organised for young and old alike to enjoy, and many of the lifts and
shops have reduced prices on this day. There is also a lottery draw for season
tickets for the next season’s lifts, accommodation prizes and exclusive ski and
snowboard kit.

25 FEB 2017

46th Tsugaike Kogen Snow Festival
This is one of the largest events in Hakuba annually, and features a night
of intense fireworks, displays and shows. Guests will be amazed by ski
performances that include fire, lights and torches, as well as excellent food
stalls and live music. The very best snowboarders and skiers in Hakuba come
together, to put on remarkably brave and daring performances of their skills.
The show combines the slightly wacky nature of Japanese, and mixes it with
the skills of these extreme athletes. Karaoke on stages, evening parties and
world class music all add to this thrilling weekend of fun and snow sports.

www.hakubasnowsports.com | daniel@hakubasnowsports.com

